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Vote Record
S§emmittee o Bommerce, Utilities andl

Date: I‘H\g lOfI/

Moved by: Hﬁjﬂ@(}’\ ‘ Seconded by: ( S ES

AB . SB Clearinghouse Rule
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AR . SR Other
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AJS Amdt to A/S Amdt

A/S Sub Amdt

A/S Amdt to A/S Sub Amdt

A/S Amdt to A/S Amdt to A/S Sub Amdt

Be recommended for:
[: Passage i1 Adoption 71 Confirmation I'; Concurrence ) Indefinite Postponement
5 Introduction Il Rejection [} Tabling 1J Nonconcurrence

>
@

| BREENNEE

Committee Member Absent Not Voting

Senator Jeffrey Plale, Chair
Senator Roger Breske
Senator Robert Wirch
Senator David Hansen
Senator Robert Cowles

Senator Sheila Harsdorf
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Senator Neal Kedzie

Totals:

O Motion Carried O Motion Failed
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James R. Morgan
Chairman

Paul M. Holzem

Dorothy C. Johnson

Richard Warch

Senate Committee Members:

STATE OF WISCONSIN
ETHICS BOARD

3/9/2007

On the capitol square at:

44 EAST MIFFLIN STREET, STE 601
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53703-2800
phone: 608/266-8123

fax: 608/264-9319
ethics@ethics.state.wi.us
hitp://ethics.state.wi.us

Roth Judd
Director

The attached Statement of Economic Interests is provided with regard to the
individual's nomination to a State Public Office by Governor Jim Doyle.

Nominee:

Nomination Date:

Sincerely,

STATE OF WISCONSIN ETHICS BOARD

Azar, Lauren

3/1/2007



Mail gg fax to: Wisconsin Ethics Board, 44 E. Miffin St., Suits 601, Madison, W 53703-2800; Fax (608) 264-3319

Statement of Economic Interests

Filed in 2007 for catendar year 2008 et
Name: , , ECCIVC)
. Azar. Lauren L. :
. (tast nama, first name & initial) ‘ 3{7/‘7
State A :
pasition: Puhiic Service Compissian = Commissioner- ﬁ/ ,

(=3 -
{held ouought) (nclude agency, division, branch of district, ¥ applicable)

FOR EXPLANA mmmmmmmmﬂmmmnmwmn
suhmwmaa?mmmunum.mmmw avaa g¢ at {608} 266-3114,

1. INVESTMENTS. = ‘
a) Funds Available in WIsconsin Deferred Compensation Program. Thaseﬁmdsamava!ablempamcbams in the
WmmshDeferredepensaﬂmpmgmmandmanydmemamabowaiabbmrdhdpmd\ase independent of that
program. lfyouhaﬂaniwestmentofﬁSOOOormhanyonhmﬁm eﬂherdh‘adiyormwghmeprogm -~ pisase

d\ed(ﬁaappropdahbw.

3 ) P - Kl " - al )
) A - Weie | Wom .. S Wore
- s6os008 | ikam || ssuomee | them U1 | tonem han
+_Profile Setles. : : . ). .’ SmaliCap - - . - Bond  -cf
Vanguard 5 -| BGH Russell 2000 Index ~| BGIUS Debt
Retirsment 2045 . | ~Colisctive T : -} Index-Fund -
Fund » : - .| Colflective W
Vanguard - DFA US Micro Cap Fund Federatod US
Retirement 2038 % - . Governmant
Fund - C. ) Securities 2.8 Yr.
Vanguard * | Vanguard Long.
Retirsment 2028 Term investment
Fund : . Gudo Adimn
Retirement 2013 i § Vangunard Admirsl
Fund . - | Trogsury Monsy
. o] Market
Vanguard Target i
Rutirement Income
Fund ;
S internationals e 7| Fideltty Contra Fumd- ] 17§ FOIC Bank Option

American Funds o : I B
Eurs Pacific RS . : :
BGI EAFE Equity . o s,] Vanguard institiGonal .
Index ~ Collective W I3 index Fund Phue AN

. 221 Vanguard Wellington - .

|| Fund - Admiral g

b) Other Investments. List stocks, bonds, limited padnetships. Wisconsin governmental sewﬂﬁes and mutual and money
market funds in which you and your family's interest was valued at $5,000 or more.

Type of security. - "v“ona Amount - "/ one
. Stocid Bond | Limited Wiscongin Mutual of } $5,00010 | More than
: ) opiond/ parinership{ govemmental money §50,000 | $50,000
Narne of security fubures . . securily nzrﬂ?

See attached sheet.




2. BUSINESS ACTIVITIES. List businesses, farms, rental, commercial, and income-producing real estate; and business activities

" In which you or your family had at least a 10% or grealer interest,

"a) Enterprise{s] operating under a businéss or trade name, list here.

} " Municlpality
Nams of business or Town County Stats Describe nature of bus!

—Nona—

b}. 'Enterpr!s‘é(g_LNOT operéﬁnggnder a businéss or trade name, list here,

. Municipaiity | - -
or Town County - | State Describe nature of business

| Strest address or fire number

3. COMMERCIAL CUSTOMERS, CLIENTS, AND TENANTS. For each unincorporated business, subchapter S comorition.
service coporation (SC), Bmited kabillty company (LLC), partnership, or income-producing real estate reported in Htem 2, list

businesses, organizations, and lobbyists that pald the enterprise $4,000 or more in calendar year 2606,

M!lmmmwmbmmmwnmmm
. others as an altomey-at-law, agent, spokesperson, of represantative, \

. .(,..

Businesses, omanizations, lobbylsts that were cust m?s. chents, or tenants City State

L None

4. BUSINESS PARTNERS. For each enterprise reporied-undar liem 2, list its co-owners, partnars, officers, and direciors {other

than yourseff), uniess the information is already registered with the Wisconsin Department of Financial Instituions.

Businges N Pariners, or officers and divectors - Clty State
N - -

5. NON-COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE. List the specific location of WISCONSIN REAL ESTATE in which you of your family

had an Interest (except your principal residence and real estate whoss location you lisied In tem 2). -

LOCATIOR OF PROPERTY ] NATURE OF INTEREST
- Municipaiity ) o (own, ieasas, option,
Street address or fire number . Or Town- County easement, innd contract)

- None.

6. OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS. List organizations of which you or a family member was an officar or director {unless fisted in
ltem #2.) .

Business or organization CHy State Position
- T -

7. AGENT, REPRESENTATIVE OR SPOKESPERSON. List each organization that authorizsd you ora famity member o
represent it in its dealings with others as an attomey-at-law, agent, spokesperson, or representative (unless listed in tem 2, 3, or 6.)

| Business or organization

City | stats ]




.

7. AGENT, REPRESENTATIVE OR SPOKESPERSON. st esach organization that authorized you or a family member to

represent it in its dealinos with others as an attorney-ailaw, agent, spokesperson, or representative {unless listed In tem 2, 3, or6.)

Business or organtzation City' State
—Seo—attached list '
8. CREDITORS. List creditors to which you of your famlly owed $5,000 or more.
- ) “v* one
More than
$50,000 $50,000

Creditor : . City State | orless

See attached Sheet

or calendar year 2005 ||

8. EMPLOYERS. List your and your family's EMPLOYERS (31,000 or miore of Income) in 2006,

Namae.of esmpioyer
{If State-of Wisconeln, i orinstistion)} © - Chy State | - Nature of employer's business
Michael Best & Friedrich Madison WL |Law Firm’

)31 Heds8tofcRepoasenbitRepse hington, IDC - |Congress

10. ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF INCOME. ‘List other sources from which Yyou or your family received income of $1,000 or more
In 2006,
Source of income . : : . -2 State

| See—nttached—Sheek

$50) in 20086.
Nama of provider. . . CHy . Stats

Bee Attached Gheet.

12. HONORARIA AND EXPENSES. List, for 2008, sources of honoraria and payment of expenses relatod o your state

government duties (more than $50) not previously reporied to the Ethics Board.
. " Approximats Amount of
Payer vaiue of expenses -_honorardum Cil s of receipt .
None. . : )

11. ENTERTA!NMEN'I‘ AND GIFTS. Llst individuals and organizations that pmvided you with entanalnment or gifts {more than.

1 certify that the Informatien contained in this Staterment of Economic Inisrests is irus, complefa, and corect 1o the best of my
knowiedge, information, and befief. In the event this Statement of Economic Inferests is filed prior my romination or appointment, |
cartify that | will amend it within ten days of my nomination or appointment dats f amendment is necessary to bring it into conformity
with the true statement of my economic interests as of the date of my nomination or sppointment. If any part has been left blank,
{ have done so intentionally because there is nothing to report.

Daytime phons # 608-283-2254

Q’é [\/ / (2 :"/ 0} 1lazarémichaelbest.com

Signature of person fillpg” ™\ E-mail address
The information sought & this foryls required by §§19.43 and 19.44, Wisconsin Statules. Failure to file a complsted form may result in
a forfelture of up to $500; ts of Economic Interests are open for public inspaction. The Ethics Board will notify you of the

identty of any persen who examines your Statemant. In accordance with §15.04(1m), Wisconsin Statutas, tha Ethics Board stafes
that no personally identifiable information is lksly to ba used for purposes other lhan those for which it is collectad.

£th 2. For use in 2007 ({Rev. 11/08
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1425 Corporate Center Drive
Sun Prairie WI 53590 - 9109

608 834 - 4500
Fax 608 - 837 - 0274

W WEDISYS OTG

J\WiISCONSIN PUBLIC POWER INC

March 21, 2007

Senator Jeffrey Plale, Chair

Committee on Commerce, Utilities & Rail
Room 313 South -- State Capitol

PO Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707

Dear Senator Plale:

I am writing to express Wisconsin Public Power’s support for the nomination of Lauren
Azar to the Wisconsin Public Service Commission (PSC). I am hopeful your committee
will promptly confirm her for this appointment.

Wisconsin Public Power Inc. (WPPI) is a regional power company serving 48 customer-
owned electric utilities -- including 41 Wisconsin communities -- that provide electricity
to more than 185,000 homes and businesses in Wisconsin, Upper Michigan and Iowa. As
a not-for-profit company our focus is on securing and maintaining a diverse and reliable
power supply to meet the long-term needs of our members and maintain the economic
vitality of our municipal members. As such, the PSC is critically important to WPPI with
respect to its role in siting transmission and generation facilities, overseeing the regional
market, and implementing energy efficiency, conservation, and renewable programs
within the state. WPPI is confident Ms. Azar’s strong legal, environmental, utility, and
policy background will be advantageous to the PSC in fulfilling its responsibilities in
these areas.

As you know, the State of Wisconsin faces a challenging time of increasing rates
reflecting greater investment in infrastructure, increasing fuel costs, and more stringent
environmental requirements. The expertise Ms. Azar offers should be helpful in
navigating these challenges and protecting consumer interests.

Thank you for your consideration.

cc: Daniel R. Ebert
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Stephen Hiniker
118 Bascom Place
Madison, Wl 53726

March 26, 2007

Senator Jeff Plale

Chair

Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail
Room 313 South

State Capitol

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882

Dear Senator Plale,

I would like to submit testimony in support of Lauren Azar’s appointment to the Public
Service Commission.

As a note of personal background, I worked as Executive Director of the Citizens’ Utility
Board from 1998 to 2004. In that role, I worked on issues before the PSC that provided
me with considerable insight as to how the Commissions worked, how individual
commissioners approached their work and how it affected ratepayers.

Lauren Azar is the first nominee to the Commission in my memory to actually have
relevant work experience in the complex arena of utility issues. Lauren has a well
deserved reputation as a true expert on electric utility issues, having represented
consumer interests and supplier interests. She also has a well deserved reputation for
fairness and honesty. Her candidacy is welcome break from the practice of appointing
commissioners based on political connections rather than expertise.

It is noteworthy that Lauren is giving up her position as a successful utility lawyer to go
to the Commission. This stands in stark contrast to others who have gone the opposite
direction. It is not a matter of conjecture, but rather it is a matter of demonstrable fact
that most of the appointments going back to the 1980’s were made on the basis of
political loyalty rather than any relevant experience or even knowledge of utility
regulation. Those same commissioners presided over a period of unparalleled rate
increases and decreases in electric reliability. Although not all of those rate increases and
reliability decreases can be blamed entirely on those commissioners, there can be no
doubt that the rate hikes and reliability problems were made worse by the inexperience of
those in charge of the commission at the time.

Moreover, those very commissioners who received on the job training at the PSC turned
their learning experience and connections to utility executives into lucrative positions in
the utility world they once regulated. The record speaks for itself — it is a disgrace.



Senator Jeff Plale
March 26, 2007
Page 2

This, however, is not a concern with Lauren Azar. Lauren did her work the old fashioned
way. She went to school and worked her way through many cases to become a true
expert in the field of electric utility regulation. In the process she represented both
consumers and utilities, gaining insights on the complex interactions between regulators,
utilities and consumers. She will walk into her job as a bona fide expert with no need to
ingratiate herself to any utility with hopes of getting a high paid job at the end of her
term. She wants to put her talents to good use for the public interest. She is exactly what
ratepayers need after years of incompetent political insiders pandering to those who they
hoped (accurately it turns out) would hire them someday.

Lauren holds the promise of leading the Commission to regain its reputation as the finest
in the country. I give her my strongest endorsement for the position of commissioner.

Sincerel
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Madison Gas and Electric Company

P.O. Box 1231
: Madison, WI 53701-1231
® 608-252-7000

our community energy company
Gary J. Wolter
Cha'i?man, President and RECE ED
Chief Executive Officer ,
608-252-7292 Man 7 g ?@3?
Commissioners’ Office

March 28, 2007

Senator Jeffrey Plale

Chair - Senate Committee on Commerce,
Utilities and Rail

State Capito!, Room 313 South

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882

Dear Senator Plale,

Madison Gas and Electric (MGE) would like to offer its support and ask the Committee to endorse the
Governor’s nomination of Lauren Azar as a member of the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
(PSCW).

MGE haé had the opportunity to interact with Ms. Azar on a number of occasions and has witnessed
her capabilities in various settings. MGE believes Ms. Azar has the knowledge, ability and
temperament to be an excellent commissioner.

As a utility regulated by the PSCW, MGE and its customers depend on commission decisions that are
well reasoned and balanced to protect customer and shareholder interest. These are often difficult
decisions. A person of Ms. Azar’s ability serving on the body is of utmost importance. While it is
unlikely that we and our customers will agree with every decision made by Commissioner Azar and
her fellow commissioners, we are confident those decisions will be even-handed and reflective of how
she sees the best long term interest of the State of Wisconsin.

We encourage the Committee and Senate to approve Ms. Azar’s nomination to the PSCW.

Sincerel

Wz
"~ Chairpan,

resident and
Chiet Executive Officer

bj
cc: \A’fommissioner Azar
Senators Breske; Wirch, Hansen, Cowles, Harsdorf, Kedzie

Corporate Office 133 S. Blair St., Madison, Wisconsin 53703 * Stock Symbol MGEE » 1-800-245-1125 ¢ www.mge.com ¢ Corporate Fax 608-252-7098
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AMERICAN TRANSMISSION COMPANY®

THE ENERGY ACCESS COMPANY

JOSE M. DELGADO
PRESIDENT & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

March 28, 2007

The Honorable Jeffrey Plale

Chairman of the Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail
The State Senate

Room 313 South

State Capitol

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882

Dear Senator Plale:

Please accept this letter as a strong recommendation for Lauren Azar’s confirmation as a
commissioner of the Public Service Commission.

Ms. Azar has served from time-to-time as a lawyer for issues related to important matters for
our company. She has also represented parties with interests different from ATC’s. In all
instances, we found ler to be a top class professional. Whether on our side or opposing us, she
understood the issues, presented thoughtful argument, stuck to the facts and the law, and made
reasoned judgments to further her client’s interest within the bounds of her representation.
Based on our experience, we believe she will represent her new client, the people of Wisconsin,
with the same breadth of experience, integrity, thoughtfulness, and reasoned judgment within
the bounds of the Public Service Commission’s jurisdiction.

We therefore, unequivocally, endorse her for confirmation by the Committee and, ultimately,
the full Senate. She will be a credit to State service and a true servant of the people.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
//(:/‘//(\4 L JZ/ /é P — 2" y

osé Delgado {
President and Chief Executive-Officer

MAILING ADDRESS: PO. BOX 47 » WAUKESHA, Wi 53187-0047 % Phone: 262-506-6800 » Fax: 262-506-6710 ¥ jdeigado@atciic.com
STREET ADDRESS: N19 W23393 RIDGEVIEW PARKWAY WEST = WAUKESHA, Wi 53188-1000
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Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

Daniel R. Ebert, Chairperson 610 North Whitney Way

Mark Meyer, Commissioner P.O. Box 7854

Lauren Azar, Commissioner Madison, W1 5370777854
April 2, 2007

Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail
Wisconsin Senate

State Capitol

Madison, WI 53703

Dear Committee Members:

We are writing in support of Lauren Azar’s appointment to the Public Service
Commission of Wisconsin (PSC).

Commissioner Azar brings with her a wealth of experience, including extensive work in
the area of electric and water utilities, where she represented both ratepayers and utilities,
and she is recognized as a leading environmental attorney. Commissioner Azar has also
been a speaker at Wisconsin Public Utility Institute’s “Energy Basics: Regulation
Overview” conference and a number of other conferences and seminars related to public
utilities and environmental law. In addition to being a highly sought speaker,
Commissioner Azar is a co-editor and one of the primary authors for Wisconsin
Environmenial Law Handbook, Government Institutes, Inc. (soon to be released).

As we focus on our strategic initiatives, including environmentally sustainable energy
alternatives, accountability in the regional wholesale market, improved planning
processes, and utility workforce planning, Commissioner Azar’s perspective, experience,
and skills will be critical in advancing Wisconsin’s balanced energy policy. Those same
skills will also serve her well in helping the Commission respond to consumer protection,
telecommunications and water resource challenges and opportunities in the years ahead.

We are pleased to extend our enthusiastic support for the appointment of Commissioner
Lauren Azar.

Best regards,

il WA "W g

Daniel R. Ebert Mark Meyer
Chairperson Commissioner
Telephone: (608) 266-5481 Fax: (608) 266-3957 Home Page: http:/psc.wi.gov

TTY/TextNet: In Wisconsin (800) 251-8345, Elsewhere (608) 267-1479 E-mail: pscrecs@psc.state.wi.us
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A Coalition

to Preserve
Wisconsins
Reliable

and Affordable

Electricity

14 West Mifflin Street
Suite 310

Madison, Wi 53703
608.286.0784

www.customersfirst.org

- 0

11 ) CustomersFirst!

Plugging Wisconsin In

April 3,2007

Senator Jeffrey Plale, Chairman

Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail
Room 313 South — State Capitol

Madison, W1 53702

Dear Chairperson Plale and members of the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Utilities and Rail:

When the committee holds its executive session on April 4, 2007, the Customers First!
Coalition would like to be placed on record as expressing its support for Senate confirmation of
the appointment of Lauren Azar as a Commissioner of the Public Service Commission of
Wisconsin (PSC).

When selecting a PSC Commissioner, there are obvious benefits in appointing someone
who has a well-developed expertise in the complex legal and policy questions that come before
the commission. It is clear that in choosing Lauren Azar, the Governor has found an appointee
whose work in the utility and environmental law earned her high esteem in her profession and
provides her strong qualification to serve as a Commissioner.

We also recognize that when appointing someone with recent involvement in the
regulatory proceedings of the Commission, there will likely be a responsibility to take actions to
preserve the independence of the Commission and the confidence of the public. We note that Ms.
Azar has announced her intention to not participate in decisions of the Commission that involve
cases she worked on as a private attorney. We are pleased that Ms. Azar started to address this
issue almost immediately upon the announcement of her appointment.

In its recently issued Strategic Energy Assessment, the PSC presented many of the
coming challenges that will need to be addressed by our state’s energy policies. It is our
coalition’s view that Ms. Azar is highly qualified to help guide the PSC as it addresses those
challenges, and that the people of Wisconsin will be well served by this appointment

Sincerely,

o S

JOHN SUMI
Executive Director
Customers First! Coalition

CFC is a broad-based alliance representing Wisconsin customer, environmental,
labor. business and low-income groups, Wisconsin municipal and cooperative
utilities and Madison Gas & Electric Company. Since 1996, the coalition has
advocated for energy policies in Wisconsin that preserve the state’s historically
safe, affordable, reliable and environmentally responsible electricity.
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725 Lois Drive
- Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590
A (608) 837-2263
lities of Fax (608) 837-0206
sconsin WWW.Mmeuw.org

MEUW

Algoma
Arcadia
Argyle
Bangor
Barron
Belmont
Benton
Black Earth
Black River Falls
Bloomer
Boscobel
Brodhead
Cadott
Cashton
Cedarburg
Centuria
Clintonville
Columbus
Cornell
Cuba City
Cumberland
Eagle River
Elkhorn
Elroy
Evansville
Fennimore
Florence
Gresham
Hartford
Hazel Green
Hustisford
Jefferson
Juneau
Kaukauna
Kiel
La Farge
Lake Mills
_ Lodi
Manitowoc
Marshfield
Mazomanie
Medford
Menasha
Merrillan
Mount Horeb
Muscoda
New Glarus
New Holstein
New Lisbon
New London
New Richmond
Oconomowoc
Oconto Falls
Pardeeville
Plymouth
Prairie du Sac
Princeton
Reedsburg
Rice Lake
Richland Center
River Falls
Sauk City
Shawano
Shebogﬁan Falls
ullsburg
Spooner
Stoughton
Stratford
Sturgeon Bay
Sun Prairie
Trempealeau
Two Rivers
Viola
Waterloo
Waunakee
Waupun
Westb
Whitehall
Wisconsin Dells
Wisconsin Rapids
Wonewoc

April 3, 2007

Senator Jeffrey Plale, Chair

Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities & Rail
Room 313 South — State Capitol

Madison, WI 53702

RE: Please Support the Confirmation of Attorney Lauren L. Azar’s
Appointment to Public Service Commission of Wisconsin.

Dear Chair Plale and Members of the Committee:

The Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin (MEUW) would like to be placed
on record as expressing its support for Senate confirmation of Attorney Azar to the
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (PSCW).

MEUW represents the community-owned and operated local electric utilities in
the State, all of which are regulated by the PSCW as to rates, infrastructure and service
levels. Collectively, these municipal electric utilities (see list at left) distribute
electricity to over a quarter of a million residential, commercial, industrial and farm
customers.

Attorney Azar has outstanding credentials to offer for the position of PSCW
Commissioner. Her professional experience as an energy and utility attorney, along
with her law degree and a masters degree in Water Resources Management from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, will suite her well as she begins her job as a
regulator serving the public interest.

Needless to say, these are challenging times for utility regulators. The PSCW
works to ensure that, in the absence of competition, adequate and reasonably priced
service is provided to utility customers. The upward trend of electric rates in recent
years, caused by a number of recent factors including the current building cycle, adds to
the pressure for state regulators to make every effort to keep rate hikes in check through
prudent regulation. We are confident that Attorney Azar will apply her knowledge and
fair judgment in a manner that will benefit the public interest.

We urge the Committee to approve Attorney Azar’s appointment to the PSCW.
Sincerely,

David J. Benforado
Executive Director

cc: Commissioner Lauren Azar, PSCW
Ron Hermes/Chris Patton, Governor Doyle’s Office

CDocuments and Settings\Dave BenforadoWMy Documents\L &R ComaiMEUW Lt in Support of Azar Confirmation 040307 wpd
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Citizens Utility Board

April 4, 2007
The Honorable Jeff Plale
Chair, Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail
State Capitol
Madison, WI 53702
Re: In support of the nomination of Lauren Azar to the Public Service Commission.

Dear Senator Plale:

The Citizens Utility Board would like to express its support for the nomination of Lauren Azar to
serve as a commissioner of the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin.

CUB is a member-supported, nonprofit organization that advocates for reliable and affordable
utility service and that represents the interests of residential, farm, and small business customers
of electric, natural gas, and telecommunication utilities before regulatory agencies and the courts.

Over the past several years, Ms. Azar provided legal representation for several utilities and
affiliates as they pursued approval for various items, including construction permits for power
lines and the sale of a nuclear power plant, to name a few. In some of these cases, CUB raised
serious concerns and objections to the proposals by the utilities. Despite sometimes being at
opposite ends of issues before the PSC, Ms. Azar always treated CUB staff, associates, and
policy positions with respect and professionalism. Given her knowledge of utility regulation and
energy policy, we believe that she provided excellent legal representation for her clients.

Clearly, Ms. Azar’s professional experience in utility regulation will serve her well at the PSC.
But we’re also confident that Ms. Azar will help find the elusive balance between the interests of
utility ratepayers and the regulated utilities that provide a majority of the gas and electric service
in Wisconsin.

Therefore, CUB urges you and the honorable members of the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Utilities and Rail to support the nomination of Ms. Azar to the Public Service Commission.

Sincerely,
M

Charlie Higley
Executive Director

16 N. Carroll St., Suite 720 * Madison, WI 53703 ¢ 608.251.3322 » fox 608.251.7609

O e-mail: stoff@wiscub.org *  website: www.wiscub.org







April 4, 2007

Senator Jeffrey Plale, Chairman

Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities
and Rail

Room 313 South-State Capitol

Madison, WI. 53702

Dear Chairperson Plale and members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Utilities
and Rail,

[ have spent approximately 30 years in Wisconsin in the public utility industry typically
as a lawyer or consultant for consumer and environmental groups. I also had the good
fortune to serve as a Commissioner on the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin from
the mid to late 1980s (appointed by Governor Tony Earl). While the energy challenges
facing Wisconsin have changed over time, what has not changed is the need for a
Commission that is committed to achieving the public interest, is open-minded in that
pursuit and is concerned about the consequences as well as the public perceptions of its

decisions.

I have had the opportunity to work with Lauren Azar over the past few years on various
matters (sometimes on the “opposing” side) and recommend that she be confirmed to the
Commission. She has the intellect, independence, open-mindedness, and commitment to
the public interest that will serve Wisconsin consumers well. She also understands that it
is important that the Commission’s decisions should have the confidence of the public

both in terms of substance and process.

Wisconsin faces many difficult energy challenges over the next few years. Your
confirmation of Ms. Azar to the Commission will help assure that the people of
Wisconsin are well served in meeting those challenges.

Sincerely,

Georl: R. Edgar, N8274 22" Avenue, Neshkoro, WI. 54960




= WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE




7

Community
Shares of
Wisconsin

r,

_w1scon51n

vour enviroaopiental vive since 3950

Memorandum
April 17,2007

TO: Chairman Plale and Members of the Committee on Commerce, Utilities and Rail
FR: Keith Reopelle, Program Director for Clean Wisconsin
RE: Support for the Appointment of Lauren Azar to the Public Service Commission

[ am writing to express support for the appointment of Ms. Lauren Azar to the Public
Service Commission and urge you to recommend confirmation of her appointment by the
full Senate.

Ms. Azar clearly has a wealth of experience working on legal issues related to both water
and electric utilities that uniquely qualify her for a position on the Public Service
Commission.

In her practice she has represented consumers, investor owned utilities and independent
power producers giving her an appreciation of a broad spectrum of view points.

We believe that her experience in a wide range of environmental issues including
contaminated lands, brownficlds development, waste water permits, storm water permits,
wetlands projects, non-metallic mining and a variety of land use issues will serve her well
in exercising her authority and obligation to protect public health and welfare in her
duties as a Commissioner.

We also believe that her wide range of experience and interests will serve her well in
representing the public’s interest in the environmental challenges ahead including:
1. Reestablishing a much need integrated resource planning process,
2. Carrying out the Governor’s directive to become energy independent by
meeting 25 percent of our energy supply through renewable energy resources
by 2025,
3. Meeting the challenge of reducing our global warming emissions by 80% by
2050, and transitioning from our fleet of old dirty coal plants to cleaner
generation sources.

Thank you very much for your attention to this important appointment.

v 122 State Street » Suite 200 Phone 608-251-7020
'( Madison, W1 53703-4333 | Fax 608-251-1655

,7(\ Lommunxty Shares

o,
cater Mibw aukoe www.cleanwisconsinorg | Email: info@cleanwisconsin.org oot o e s e e i

Forrmerly Wisconsin's Environmental Decade
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Education

Employment
Summary

Areas of Legal
Concentration

Lauren L. Azar

809 Spaight Street
Madison, Wisconsin 53703
Phone: 608.256.7036

J.D. University of Wisconsin — Madison, 1994, cum laude, Order of the Coif,
Business Editor of Wisconsin Women's Law Journal

M.S. University of Wisconsin — Madison, 1994, Water Resources Management
M.A. Northwestern University, 1987, Philosophy

B.A. Rutgers College, 1984, High Honors

Michael Best & Friedrich LLP
2001-Present  Partner
1994-2001 Associate
1992-1994 Clerk

Dane County Housing Authority
1989-1990 Assistant to the Director
1988-1989 Housing Counseling Specialist

Lauren Azar practices in the areas of public utilities, environmental, land use,
government relations and administrative law, each of which is described below.

Public Utilities Law: Ms. Azar works extensively in the area of electric and water
utilities. Her public utility practice includes the creation of new public utilities,
siting of new electric facilities, the transfer of electric facilities from one utility to
another and extension of both water and electric service into new areas. Ms.
Azar also represents ratepayers in a variety of roles including negotiating power
purchase agreements and resolving disputes with utilities. She has also
represented independent power producers seeking to expand into Wisconsin.
Her public utility practice brings her before the Public Service Commission of
Wisconsin regularly.

Environmental Law: Ms. Azar has been involved with a full array of
environmental projects, including the following: environmental cleanups,
transactions involving insurance coverage for contaminated properties,
wastewater permits, stormwater permits, and permits for developments involving

Azar- 1




Speeches and
Publications

wetlands. Ms. Azar's Master's Degree in Water Resources Management provides
her with a sound technical background with which she approaches all
environmental problems.

Land Use Law: Ms. Azar has a broad range of land use experience through
representation of developers, individual property owners and municipalities. Such
representation has included the following: surface water disputes, cooperative
boundary agreements, privately-owned wastewater treatment system ordinance
drafting, adverse possession cases, dam disputes, brownfield development,
regulatory takings, inter-municipal contracts, special use areas such as sanitary
districts, permitting for non-metallic mining operations, and permitting for
commercial developments. In addition to her legal experience, Ms. Azar has also
received front-line experience as a former member of the City of Madison Plan
Commission.

Governmental Relations: Ms. Azar's practice regularly brings her before
numerous state administrative agencies, including the Public Service
Commission, as well as the Wisconsin Departments of Natural Resources and
Commerce. For land use matters, she appears before numerous municipalities at
the staff level and before their legislative and adjudicative bodies. Ms. Azar's
regulatory activities include permitting for a multitude of projects and obtaining
funding for those projects. Ms. Azar is involved in numerous political activities at
the local and national levels. On the local level, Ms. Azar regularly sits on
municipal commissions and committees. On the national level, she owns a
condominium on Capitol Hill in Washington D.C.

Administrative Law: Combining litigation skills with a regulatory practice, Ms.
Azar can seamlessly move from a proactive regulatory proceeding to, if
necessary, a contested-case hearing or civil litigation. With a Master's Degree in
Water Resources Management, Ms. Azar brings technical skills to contested
proceedings before local governments and state agencies.

Co-Editor: Wisconsin Environmental Law Handbook 4™ Edition, Government
Institutes, Inc., publication expected 2007.

Author: Wetlands, Surface Water, and Groundwater/Drinking Water Chapters;
Co-Author: Utility Infrastructure Siting and WPDES Permits Chapters;
Wisconsin Environmental Law Handbook 4" Edition, Government Institutes, Inc.,
publication expected 2007.

Speaker: “Energy Basics: Regulation Overview,” Wisconsin Public Utility
Institute, October 2006.

Speaker: “Energy Basics: Regulation Overview,” Wisconsin Public Utility
Institute, October 2005.

Azar- 2



Author/Speaker: “Environmental and Real Estate Issues in Business Acquisition
Transactions in Wisconsin,” Lorman Seminar, September 2005.

Speaker: “Environmental Issues in Business Transactions,” Marquette University,
April 2005.

Author/Speaker: “Environmental and Real Estate Issues in Business Acquisition
Transactions in Wisconsin,” Lorman Seminar, September 2004.

Speaker: “History of Utility Regulation,” Wisconsin Public Utility Institute, October
2003.

Author/Speaker: “Revisions to Wisconsin’s Storm Water Rule: Chapter NR 216,”
University of Wisconsin Law School/Extension, 2003 Wisconsin Water Law and
Policy Conference, May 2003.

Author/Speaker: "Complying with Environmental and Special-Use Regulations,”
National Business Institute, August 2002.

Author/Speaker: "Distinguishing Non-Conforming Lots & Structures,” National
Business Institute, August 2001.

Author/Speaker: "Land Use Law Update in Wisconsin,” National Business
Institute, August 2001.

Speaker: “Transfer of Contaminated Properties, Alpha Terra Science Seminar,
April 2001.

Author/Speaker: "Land Use Law Update in Wisconsin,"” National Business
Institute, July 2000.

Author/Speaker: "Environmental Concerns for Developers," National Business
Institute, January 2000.

Author/Speaker: "Drainage Districts in Wisconsin," University of Wisconsin Law
School/Extension, 2000 Wisconsin Water Law and Policy Conference, May 2000.

Speaker: “Women in Construction: Storm Water Permits for Construction Sites,”
National Association for Women in Construction, February 2000.

Author/Speaker: "Planning Tools in Wisconsin," National Business Institute, July
1999.

Author/Speaker: “Insurance Coverage for Environmental Claims,” State Bar of
Wisconsin — Young Lawyers Division, June 1999.

Author/Speaker: “Landfill Liability Issues for Counties,” Wisconsin Counties Solid
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Awards &
Recognitions

Legal Ratings

Civic Activities

Waste Management Association, July 1999.

Speaker: “Vehicle Equipment Washing Permits,” Wisconsin Transportation
Builders Association, July 1999.

Author/Speaker: “Environmental and Special Use Regulations,” National
Business Institute, March 1998.

Speaker: “Land Recycling Act and Brownfields,” Vierbecher Seminar, June 1997.
Speaker: “Storm Water,” Michael Best & Friedrich LLP Seminar, September 1996.
Speaker: “PECFA,” Fluid Management Seminar, March 1996.

Speaker: “Tier Two Storm Water Prevention Plans,” Michael Best & Friedrich LLP
Seminar, February 1996.

Speaker: “Impacts on Real Estate Transactions,” Miller Engineers Seminar,
October 1995.

Speaker: “ILHR 83: Private Sewage Systems,” Wisconsin Counties Association,
September 1995. ,

Speaker: “Storm Water,” Michael Best & Friedrich LLP Seminar, May 1995.

Speaker: “Storm Water Permits for Construction Sites,” BT? and First Associated
Bank Seminar, April 1995.

2007 named The Best Lawyers in America in the area of energy law

2003 and 2005 Best Lawyers in Madison — Environmental — Madison Magazine
(There was no Best Lawyers rating in 2004)

1994: University of Wisconsin Alumni Award

Martindale Hubbell Rating is AV: “AV Peer Review Rating — shows that a lawyer
has reached the height of professional excellence. He or she has usually
practiced law for many years, and is recognized for the highest levels of skill and

integrity.”

Member, Dane County Fair Housing Ordinance Subcommittee, current

Board Member, Downtown Madison Inc. (“DMI”), former and currently pending
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Admissions

Professional
Associations

Hobbies

Family

Chair, DMI Quality of Life Committee, former

Board Member, Impact Seven, Inc., former

Chair, Democratic Party 2™ Congressional District — Nominating Committee 2005
Chair, Dane County Housing Authority Board, 1998-2005

Board Member, Giving B.A.C.K., 2003-2005

Member, Madison Civic Center Commission, former, 1998-2001

Member, City of Madison ‘Plan Commission, 1997-1998

Board Member (and Chair), Rape Crisis Center, 1987-1990

Wisconsin Bar, 1994

U.S. District Court for the Western District of Wisconsin, 1994

Member, Wisconsin State Bar Association

Member, Wisconsin Bar, Environmental Law Division

Member, Wisconsin Bar, Energy and Telecommunications Division

Member, Wisconsin Bar, Administrative and Local Government Law

Member, American Bar Association ("ABA")

Member, ABA Natural Resources, Energy and Environmental Law Section
Member, ABA Section of Public Utility, Communications and Transportation Law

Sailing, pottery, photography, and renovating our 1894 Queen Anne Victorian

House

Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin and two rescued cats, Sid and Harley.
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